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Keystone State Boychoir channels the 
unique energy of  boys into joyful 
music-making of  the highest level, 
creating unforgettable choral experiences 
for performer and audiences alike. 
Founded in 2001, the Keystone State Boychoir (KSB) has 
enjoyed unprecedented success for an ensemble so young, 
and is recognized today as one of  the finest community-
based boychoir programs in the world.  

KSB consists of  nearly 200 young men between the ages 
of  eight and eighteen who sing an enthralling repertoire 
from the classical to the contemporary. Major choral 
works that the Boychoir has performed include Bach’s St. 
Matthew Passion, Orff ’s Carmina Burana, Handel’s Messiah, 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Britten’s Ceremony of  Carols, Rejoice in 
the Lamb, and St. Nicolas Cantata, the Fauré Requiem, and 
John Rutter’s Mass of  the Children. 

The Boychoir has sung with the region’s most 
distinguished ensembles, including the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, the Philadelphia Singers, and Opera 
Philadelphia, for which it serves as its official boychoir. 
Operas in which members of  KSB have performed 
include Carmen, Gianni Schicci, Hansel and Gretel, Otello, La 
Boheme, and Turandot. 

Keystone State Boychoir has appeared in the area’s most 
prominent venues including the Perelman Theater and 
Verizon Hall in the Kimmel Center for the Performing 
Arts, the Academy of  Music, the Mann Music Center, as 
well as at Carnegie Hall and the Actors’ Chapel in New 
York City. In June of  2012, KSB made its Broadway 
debut at the Shubert Theater with Tony Award winner 
Brian Stokes Mitchell. In June of  2013 the Boychoir were 
honored to travel to Newtown, CT and sing a concert of  
solace for the community in remembrance of  the children 
who perished at Sandy Hook Elementary School. 

Internationally, the Keystone State Boychoir has 
performed in some of  the world’s major concert halls, 
including the Manaus Opera House in Brazil, the 
Petronas Philharmonik Hall in Malaysia, and the Hanoi 
Opera House in Vietnam, and in venues throughout 
Canada, Brazil, Chile, South Africa, Japan, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Australia, Monaco, 
France, Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, Norway, New 
Zealand and India. 

In 2009, KSB made history as the first choir to travel to 
and perform in Antarctica. In doing so the Boychoir 
became the first choir to have sung on all seven 
continents. It  made history again in 2012 when it 
travelled above the Arctic Circle to Svalbard, Norway, the 
most northern settlement in the world. While in Norway, 
KSB sang at the Nobel Peace Prize Ceremony honoring 
Aung San Suu Kyi.  In December 2013, KSB toured 
India with the grandson of  Mahatma Gandhi, and in the 
summer of  2014,  the choir returned to Australia, with 
stops in New Zealand and Tasmania. 

The KSB experience is one of  truly joyful music-making. 
The vibrant sound of  the boys is enhanced by their 
compelling stage presence. The Music Directors believe 
that today’s choral music should be felt and seen, as well 
as heard, if  the art form is to thrive. They have found that 
when the unique energy of  boys is channeled into choral 
singing of  the highest standard, the result is unforgettable 
performances for audiences and singers alike. 

The Keystone State Boychoir is a program of  
Commonwealth Youthchoirs (CY), which also administers 
the Pennsylvania Girlchoir (KSB’s sister-choir), Find Your 
Instrument! (an outreach program in underserved 
schools) and Good Mornin’ Music! (an early childhood 
music program).  CY serves over 500 young people by 
fostering a love of  singing, developing singer 
musicianship, and offering life changing music-making 
experiences.

35 W. Chelten Avenue | Philadelphia PA 19144 | 215-849-1762 | keystonestateboychoir.org


